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Dear Whitfield State School Community,

Another great term 

Our children have been busy with a range of different events and excursions across this term, with some 
big ones still to come - including our annual fundraiser PACE Day, and colour fun run as well as our School 
Musical - Disney’s Dare to Dream Jr.  A huge thank you to the staff and parents involved in these wonderful 
and memorable activities.

The P&C are focussing our fundraising efforts from PACE Day on trying to purchase seating, creating 
undercover spaces, such as walkways, and to save towards stage 1 of an indoor field sports facility for our 
school - a space where our children can play and practice during wet weather and heat in Terms 1, 2 and 4. 

Thanks for Supporting Each Other – Parent Teacher Interviews 

Recently we held our parent teacher interviews. When parents and teachers work together in a caring, 
respectful partnership, children thrive. Open communication, empathy and collaboration build trust, 
allowing both sides to share insights, address challenges early, and create consistent support. By balancing 
a child’s needs with each family’s unique parenting values, educators and families can work in harmony; 
strengthening children’s confidence, promoting engagement, and achieving positive outcomes across 
learning, wellbeing, and development. Thank you to those parents and caregivers who attended. Together, 
let’s continue to build strong, compassionate connections between home and school because when we 
work together, children succeed.

Beyond the Headlines: Putting Children First 

Parents and schools are surrounded by advice about how children should be raised and educated. Every 
week seems to bring another headline telling us that ‘technology is destroying childhoods’, ‘schools need to 
get tougher on behaviour’, ‘children need greater freedom’, ‘we need to change the curriculum’, ‘we need 
to go back to the way schools ran in the 1950s’, and parents and schools need to adopt whatever the latest 
approach is that responds to the writer’s view of the world.  

Unfortunately, simple slogans like these attract attention, whereas balance and quality research rarely make 
for a good headline. 

Whether it is parenting or educating, approaches at either extreme, be it overly permissive or overly strict 
and controlling, can have unintended consequences. Children need both warmth and boundaries, support 
and expectations, opportunities and responsibility. Most importantly, they need adults who respond 
thoughtfully to their individual needs.

At Whitfield State School, we make decisions about education by considering holistically the factors that 
deliver the best impacts on our children and we try to continually share that research and reasoning with 
our families. 

Our key responsibility outside ensuring your child’s safety, is to make sure that in partnership with you, 
we are preparing our children for their future.  Our decisions are guided by this aim, guided by research, 
evidence and the needs of our students; not the latest headline or popular opinion.

Term 3

13/9
P&C Bunnings 
Community 
Fundraising BBQ

16/9
Dagwood Dog Day at 
the Tuckshop

16/9 & 
17/9

School Musical -  
Dare to Dream Jr.

18/9
PACE Day 
Last day of Term 3

5/10
King’s Birthday 
Public Holiday

6/10 First day of Term 4
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Principal’s Report (continued)
That means at our school technology has a place in learning, because our children will live and work in a technology-rich world. But we believe 
technology should only be used purposefully, only where it adds value to learning. It should never replace great teaching, conversation, play, physical 
activity, creativity or human connection.

It means we have clear and high expectations for behaviour. But expectations alone are not enough. Children also need to be explicitly taught the 
knowledge and skills to manage themselves, solve problems, build relationships and make good choices. When they struggle, they need appropriate 
support and opportunities to learn and improve.

It also means we deliberately create opportunities to build belonging and kindness. Children learn best when they feel known, safe and valued, while 
also understanding that being part of a community brings responsibilities to others.

There will always be books, commentators and headlines offering simple answers to complex questions about children. Despite the noise and the 
anxiety these strong opinions create, our approach will continue to be balanced, evidence-informed and focused on what children actually need to 
thrive; now and in the future.  

At Whitfield, we will always put quality research, good judgement and the needs of all children first. So, thank you for putting your trust in us and 
working in partnership to achieve the best for your children. 

Student Free Day – Friday 4th September  

Thank you to parents for making alternative arrangements for your children on Friday 4th September.  As with every year, this state-wide mandatory 
Student Free Day is used by secondary schools to meet the needs of the Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR) system in Queensland.  All 
state primary and secondary schools are required to hold this day as a student free day.  Our staff, across the school, were engaged in professional 
learning activities both or they were offsite on the day involved in the musical rehearsal. 

2027 Enrolments Continuing 

Over the last few months, we have had a number of principal tours and enrolment interview days in preparation for next year.  The strong enrolment 
levels are affirming that our school’s reputation for providing a great school for children is well established.  Please remember that if you or your 
family or friends intend to enrol children for next year, then getting applications in as soon as possible is important.  I look forward to welcoming 
plenty of new students and families to our school community at the Prep Experience morning on Wednesday 4th November 2026. Please ensure 
that if you intend coming along that you pre-register as limits on this day apply.

Until next time, 
Yours in schooling,

Matt Thompson 

Principal

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx


Page 3
NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2026

Each striving for the peak

From the Office

IEC
All Abilities Sports Day

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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Prep
Students in Prep have started Term 3 off with a blast! 

We celebrated 100 days of school with exciting activities and bright colours. Students have shown so much progress in 100 days and have made lots of 
friends along the way. 

We have also been enjoying a variety of experiences for our recount writing. Students have been involved in experiences such as:
-	 Going on a bear hunt in the Loose Parts Playground
-	 Building sandcastles at the Blue Playground
-	 Making wombat stew in the Nature Playground
-	 Dressing in disguise and walking around the school
-	 Making magic hats

We can’t wait for the final couple of weeks, including PACE Day!

Prep E

(continued over)

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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Prep (continued)

Prep T

Prep 1S

(continued over)

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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Prep (continued)

Prep 1S

Hartley’s 
Excursion

(continued over)

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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Prep (continued)

Hartley’s 
Excursion

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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Year 1
Kuranda Excursion

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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Year 2
This term, we are learning about the life cycles of animals. Year 2 students have been exploring the life cycles of different animals and learning about 
how animals grow and change over time. We have been investigating the stages animals move through, from birth or hatching to adulthood, and 
discovering that different animals have different life cycles.

What better way to extend our learning than with an exciting excursion to the Cairns Aquarium!

During our visit, the students had the opportunity to participate in a guided tour, allowing them to get up close with the spectacular species and 
ecosystems of Tropical North Queensland. The students were able to see and learn about the incredible plants, animals and habitats found in our very 
own Wet Tropics.

One of the highlights of the day was the marine touch pool, where students had the exciting opportunity to get up close and interact with marine 
life. It was wonderful to see their excitement, curiosity and enthusiasm as they made connections between their classroom learning and the amazing 
animals, they were seeing first-hand.

The students absolutely loved their time at the aquarium! In fact, many shared with their teachers that the worst part of the day was having to get back 
on the bus and return to school!

We would also like to take this opportunity to say a very big thank you to our wonderful parent helpers who joined us on the excursion. Your support 
and assistance throughout the day were greatly appreciated and helped make our excursion such a fantastic experience for our Year 2 students.

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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Year 5
Year 5 has been very busy this term in both Science and Maths, with students engaging in a range of hands-on 
learning experiences.

In Science this term, students have been learning about the properties 
of light and the formation of shadows. They have been investigating how 
shadows are formed and how they change depending on the position and 
distance of a light source. Students enjoyed a hands-on investigation using 
everyday objects from around the classroom to create shadows. They 
experimented with moving the light source closer to and further away from 
an object, observing and measuring how this affected the size of the shadow. 

In Maths, students have been working hard to develop their multiplication 
fact fluency and accuracy, while also strengthening their understanding 
of fractions. Students have been using packs of playing cards to explore, 
represent and compare fractions in an engaging way.

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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Year 6
Year 6 Camp

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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Sport
Whitfield Shine at TCC Track and Field Carnivals

On Friday 24th July, 30 talented athletes from Whitfield State 
School proudly represented us at the TCC District Track and 
Field Carnival. Each student gave their best effort in various 
events, demonstrating outstanding sportsmanship, dedication, 
and school spirit.

We are excited to share that 12 of our students were 
selected to represent TCC at the Peninsula Track and Field 
Championships – a fantastic achievement!

A special congratulations to Ava and Robert, who were 
crowned age champions for their respective age groups.

A big thank you to all our students for their commitment and 
for representing Whitfield State School with pride!

PACE Day

We are thrilled to officially launch our annual PACE Day (Physical Activity for Challenge 
and Enjoyment), which will once again feature the highly anticipated Monty the Monstar 
Colour and Slime Fun Run! This event continues to be a highlight of our school calendar, 
combining fun, physical activity, and community spirit. Students can look forward to a 
vibrant day filled with colour, laughter, and of course, the ever-popular chance to slime 
their teachers. This event also plays a vital role in supporting school initiatives through 
fundraising, and we thank our community for their ongoing support.

The Three Main Components of PACE Day

1.	 Mini Fair 

Our very own sideshow alley! Students will have the opportunity to participate in a 
range of competitions and challenges for a small cost, with fantastic prizes up for grabs.

Further information will be sent home by class teachers, including ways parents and 
carers can assist in making this a successful event. Don’t forget to pre-purchase your 
PACE Dollars via Qkr!

2.	 Physical Activity Challenge 

Held on the oval, this challenge will include a variety of physical activities with ball skills, 
games and challenges that students have been developing during their HPE lessons.

3.	 Monty the Monstar Colour and Slime Fun Run 

Open to all students, this exciting event will take place from 2:00pm – 3:00pm. Expect 
colour, slime, laughter and unforgettable fun!

Fundraising – How Does My Child Get Involved?

Each student has received a Sponsorship Form booklet, which includes instructions on 
how to:

•	� Create an online fundraising profile

•	 Share it with family and friends

•	� Track donations and earn rewards

To get started, visit: www.myprofilepage.com.au

(continued over)

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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Awesome Angler Fishing Excursion

Students from our Inclusive Education Centre recently enjoyed an exciting 
day out on a hands-on fishing adventure as part of the Awesome Anglers 
Fishing Excursion.

Throughout the day, students had the opportunity to engage with the 
environment in a meaningful way, handling small fish and prawns while 
developing their confidence and practical skills. It was fantastic to see every 
student successfully catch a fish, making the experience both rewarding and 
memorable for all involved.

A huge thank you to all of the amazing staff who supported the excursion 
and helped create such a positive and inclusive experience for our 
students. A special thank you also to Jack and the team from Awesome 
Anglers for providing such a valuable and engaging learning opportunity.

This was truly a day to remember!

Sport

Netball and Hockey Excellence Programs

Building on the success of our Hockey and Netball Excellence Programs, we are excited to see our students take the next step in their sporting 
journeys.

Whitfield students proudly represented our school at the BDO Primary School Hockey Gala Day on Wednesday 19th August, followed closely by 
the Fowlers Cup Primary Netball Gala Day on Friday 21st August. These events provided fantastic opportunities for students to showcase their skills, 
teamwork, and sportsmanship in a competitive environment.

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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PEAK Dance Academy
Dance Academy Success!! 

Our Rising and Shining Stars shone at the Dance 
X Competition! Our Rising Stars were awarded 
2nd place and our Shining Stars were awarded 
1st place! 

Thank you so much to Miss Carter, Miss Maia, 
Miss McGuinness, Ms Hollis and Miss Tyra for 
their support.

FNQ Interschool Chess Tournament 

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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Cairns Show

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx


Page 16
NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2026

Each striving for the peak

Musical

Link for tickets: https://lctx.au/book/wss/2026/dare-to-dream

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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Musical

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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P&C
Term 3 is always busy and this one has been no exception. We have hit the ground running preparing for our fabulous Father’s Day Stall which was 
a raging success! A huge thank you to the wonderful volunteers who assisted on the day. It’s always such a rewarding experience seeing the happy 
smiles on the children’s faces as they browse and make their choices. I’d like to sincerely thank the wonderful community members who were 
incredibly generous with their donations of items for the stall as well as time spent crafting to embellish items and make them extra special. Special 
thanks to Hannah Lane for sharing her Cricut talents! 

We are busily trying to build our resources in order to be able to fund some outdoor seating for the senior school and we are grateful for 
the opportunity to host a Bunnings Community Fundraising BBQ on Sunday 13th September. If you can spare an hour or two to support our 
fundraising efforts, please follow this link and sign up to your preferred time: https://volunteersignup.org/JEPKA .  
If you are heading to Bunnings Cairns Central on the day, be 
sure to stop by for a sausage!!

Another unique fundraising activity that we have coming up 
will give you the opportunity to purchase custom tea towels 
and other items featuring your child’s artwork. These high 
quality items will make excellent Christmas gifts for your 
family and friends and will be available in Term 4. Keep your 
eye out for more information on this exciting project. 

Of course, we must not forget our biggest event of the 
year… PACE Day!! The excitement is already building and the 
fundraising efforts of the students has already led to multiple 
teacher slimings! We are seeking volunteers to help with the 
P&C BBQ and other tasks on the day so, if you have time to 
spare, please follow this link: 
https://volunteersignup.org/L4RHC. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank the 
incredible group of volunteers who are active within the P&C 
helping to bring all of these events, as well as the Dare To 
Dream brochure together. We have an absolutely wonderful 
team this year putting so much effort into enriching our 
school community in a multitude of ways. Thank you all so 
much! 

Have a wonderful, relaxing school holidays and please join us 
for our next P&C Meeting on Monday 19th October at 6pm 
in the LRC. Everyone is welcome!! 

Eve Elliott-Smith 
President - Whitfield State School P&C

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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Golden Ticket Lunch

Book Week

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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Cairns Festival

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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