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All Year Events
Every Friday:  Whole School Assembly 
Every Monday and Friday:  SPARK 

Every 2nd Tuesday: Uniform Shop Open

Monday 4 
October

Queen’s Birthday 
Public Holiday

Tuesday 5 
October

1st day of Term 4

Thursday 7 
October

Excursion: 6KO 
Palm Cove

Monday 11 – 
Tuesday 12 
October

FNQ Instrumental 
Music Camp

Wednesday 13 
October

Pizza & Ice-cream 
Party

Thursday 14 
October

Excursion: Year 1 & 
2 Box Jelly Theatre 
Co.

Thursday 14 
– Friday 15 
October

FNQ Instrumental 
Music Camp Brass/
Wind/Percussion

Tuesday 19 
October

Prep Experience 
Morning

Friday 22 
October

P&C Meeting 
8.30am   
World Teachers’ 
Day

Wednesday 
27 – Friday 29 
October

Year 5 Camp

Friday 29 
October

Prep Enrolment 
Interviews  

Day for Daniel   

Halloween Disco

Follow our Facebook Page for 
additional articles and events.

Dear Whitfield State School Community,

‘Go For Gold’… that’s a wrap! 
Our musical is over and it was fantastic!  I am so proud of our school and our students.  A huge thank you 
to everyone involved - our amazing, talented student stars; our backstage and lighting students and staff; our 
wonderful, dedicated performing arts’ teachers Miss Vee, Mrs Milner and Mrs Quinn; our cameo star Mrs Ryan; 
our parents, carers, families, friends and school staff who helped out and supported the students over the months 
of preparation and rehearsals as well as before, during and after the performances this week. We could not be 
prouder of our children or happier with the friendships, confidence and lifelong memories that have been built 
throughout this musical production! A very special thank you and congratulations to Kathy and Isaac Carruthers for 
their incredible talent in writing and composing the musical.

NAPLAN Results 
Earlier in the year, students in Years 3 and 5 underwent the National Assessment Program for Literacy and 
Numeracy (NAPLAN).  This year was the first time it was conducted in an online mode.  Student reports have 
been going home this week, so please keep an eye out for them. 

With news articles and commentary at times being overly simplistic, it is important to remember that whilst the 
test has a purpose, when it comes to your own child’s results, it should be viewed as a simple point in time test; one 
piece of data. NAPLAN is a very limited instrument and is not a measure of current effort and learning, nor does it 
measure all of the talents and learnings our children possess.  

Alternatively, our end of semester report cards and parent teacher interviews reflect information gathered 
over extended periods, through multiple opportunities and mirror the totality of learning.  Our school-based 
assessments are also moderated across teams and schools to ensure our standards are rigorous.   

With regard to the school’s performance in NAPLAN, we have continued to maintain a strong position regionally 
and over the 2-year period (Year 3-5) relative to the nation, for most areas of the test, our children have continued 
to improve further, faster than the vast majority of schools.  Importantly, we have done so while continuing to take 
a principled view, to limit repetitive preparation activities, instead ensuring we focus our learning time on children 
receiving a well-rounded and deep, learning program. 

Congratulations to students who have achieved well and I look forward to our school’s continual improvement.

PACE Day and Colour Explosion Run4Fun 
As I write this newsletter, the school and its wonderful P&C are preparing for our annual PACE Day.  I am sure 
the day will be fantastic and I just want to take this opportunity to thank everyone involved: parents, volunteers, 
children and staff.  Their efforts will ensure that, in addition to raising some much-needed funds for the P&C 
to spend on resources and facilities at our school, we will have a wonderfully successful day for our school and 
children.  A big thank you to parents and other businesses who have donated money, prizes and food for the day.

Term 3 – What a ripper! 
Finally, as another successful term draws to a close, I am once again incredibly proud of our school and its students 
for their achievements.  This ripper of a term has seen outstanding sporting performances, great academic results, a 
spectacular musical, NAIDOC Week, PACE Day and Colour Explosion Run4Fun being just some of the activities.  

It is such a privilege to be the Principal of this wonderful school and I can’t wait for all of the children to return next 
term for some more fun and learning.  Thank you to all of our many parents, staff and friends, who have helped and 
supported us through these events – without your generosity these things could not have occurred.

Have a safe and enjoyable holiday. School resumes on Tuesday 5th October.

Until next time 

Yours in great schooling 

Mr Matt Thompson, Principal

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Facilities/Tuckshop/Pages/Tuckshop.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/WhitfieldStateSchool/?ref=nf&hc_ref=ARQTDY0a6AIfZLdGd27KrUFrxWX_CXeDiJGSkob9RWlxrCITtOMCf2bRaY8VQNQR0-o
https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/WhitfieldStateSchool/?ref=nf&hc_ref=ARQTDY0a6AIfZLdGd27KrUFrxWX_CXeDiJGSkob9RWlxrCITtOMCf2bRaY8VQNQR0-o
https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/facilities/tuckshop
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Notices from the Front Office

Student Absences
Parents are requested to notify the school of a student absence 
before 9.30am by any of the following means:

1.  Phone the Student Absence Line 4034 7366 – 
please speak clearly

2. Email WSSstudents@whitfieldss.eq.edu.au 

3. Text the Student Absence Line 0429 655 316 

Please provide student’s name, class and a brief reason for absence. 
Unexplained absences will have an automated text message sent to 
parents at 10.00am asking the reason for the absence. Please respond 
to this text message.

Not receiving emails from the school? 
Please check your junk mail box.

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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Gifted Education Program (GEP)

Instrumental Music Program Recruitment Process for 2022

Cairns Regional Council Visit 
Students from our Gifted Global Green Program visited Cairns 
Regional Council this week to present an update of their project to 
the Mayor and Councillors.  Cr Max O’Halloran, our local Councillor, 
welcomed the students and thanked them for their presentation.

Congratulations to Losana and Harriet who presented confidently 
on how they, in partnership with Mr Thompson and many industry 
experts, have been working on water ingress issues at Whitfield 
State School.  

Well done Team Whitfield!

Calanna Rotary Junior Speaking 
Congratulations to Kinley (Year 6) and Theo (Year 4) who represented Whitfield State School in the recent 
Calanna Rotary Junior Speaking Finals.  Whilst not winners on the evening, both students presented their speeches 
confidently and the content of their speeches was most engaging.

Well done Kinley and Theo!

Q.A.M.T. Mathematics Quiz Finals – Term 4 
Early in Term 4, the Whitfield Red team of young mathematicians will contest the regional finals of the Queensland 
Association of Mathematics Teachers (Q.A.M.T). 

Best wishes to James, Nate (Year 6) and Liam (Year 5) as they work their way through challenging mathematics 
problems.

I.C.A.S. 2021 (International Competitions and Assessments for Schools) 
Due to restrictions earlier this term, there are still three I.C.A.S. Competitions to complete.  The amended dates 
for these are as follows:
• I.C.A.S. Writing Wednesday 13th October 2021

• I.C.A.S. English Thursday 21st October 2021

• I.C.A.S. Digital Technologies Tuesday 26th October 2021

Thanks for adding these to your diaries!  

Keep striving for the PEAK!

Annette Ryan

Next term, the recruitment process will begin for the Instrumental Music Program in 2022.

Current Year 3 students are eligible to join the Brass/Woodwind/Percussion Instrumental Music program 
for 2022.  The instruments relevant to this section are:

WOODWIND: Flute, Clarinet, Alto Saxophone, Tenor Saxophone

BRASS: Trumpet, Trombone, Baritone and Euphonium

PERCUSSION: Tuned and Auxiliary Percussion

Current Year 2 students are eligible to join the Strings Instrumental Program. The instruments relevant 
to this section are:

STRINGS:  Violin, Viola, Cello, Double Bass

A form will go home to interested students in Year 2 and 3 early next term. If you would like more 
information please contact Mrs Milner at school.   

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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 Go for Gold
 The curtains have closed on our Musical for 2021.
What an incredible show “GO FOR GOLD” was!  The cast did an absolutely outstanding job and Mrs Milner, Mrs Quinn and Miss Vee couldn’t 
be prouder of them. Three fantastic performances were held in the Trinity Bay High School theatre and they were thoroughly enjoyed by all who 
attended.
Thank you to the wider Whitfield community for attending the shows. Our Friday night performance was a complete sell out!
A massive thank you to the families of the cast members. It’s a huge commitment and we truly appreciate it. Without the commitment of the students 
and their families, we can’t produce a musical. 
The cast should be extremely proud of what they have achieved! Something they will remember for many years to come!

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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 Prep Father’s Afternoon
On Thursday, 2nd September, the Prep classes hosted a special afternoon to celebrate Father’s Day.  
This was a fun and enjoyable afternoon full of activities and games.

Year 1
The Year 1 students were lucky 
to participate in a presentation 
by Coleen from the Turtle Rehab 
Centre. They learnt about a turtle’s 
life, needs and future problems, 
they may face in their environment.  
Here are some pictures of us 
learning.

Year 4
This season in the garden, 4G have been observing and documenting 
the life cycle of sunflowers. Students have been quite curious and have 
had a number of very interesting questions. I wonder what plant will 
next capture their curiosity?

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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 Prep Excursion – Daradgee Environmental Centre
As part of the Science curriculum “Exploring our Living World” our Preppies had 
an excursion to the Daradgee Environmental Centre and what fun they had!

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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Year 2 Excursion - Kuranda
Year 2 students had a much anticipated excursion to Kuranda. They started the day  
on the Kuranda Scenic Railway, where they saw waterfalls, learnt fun facts  
about the train and discovered how the tracks were built. 
After the 2 hour train ride, students made their way to The Butterfly Sanctuary where  
they learnt about the butterfly life cycle and some students were lucky enough to have a  
butterfly land on them. 
After lunch and a play in the park, students made their journey back to school on the bus. 
A massive thank you to all the teachers and parents who helped out on the day.  We had 109  
very happy Year 2 students!

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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 Sport
Streetsmarts AFLQ Schools Cup  
Cairns Championships
Round 1 - Whitfield 53 v Freshwater 0
Round 2 - Whitfield 47 v OLHOC 0
Round 3 - Whitfield 26 v Holy Cross 0
Preliminary Final - Whitfield 42 v Redlynch 0
Grand Final - Whitfield 34 v Edge Hill 0
Placing 1st.

NQ Championships - held in Townsville.
Let’s set the scene... Monday afternoon - The Defence Force base 
recorded over 200mm of rain (the playing field is across the highway).
Tuesday morning - The team arrives to rain, gale force winds and 19 
degrees with a real feel of 15 degrees.
Preliminary Final - Whitfield 72 v Moranbah 2
Grand Final - Whitfield 11 v Rockhampton Grammar 4
Placing 1st.

State Championships - Held on the Sunshine Coast, Friday 15th and 
Saturday 16th October. 
This group of boys still has not had a goal scored against them (6 behinds 
have been scored), lost a team mate through injury and played in testing 
conditions. In the seven games they have scored 285 points and have only 
had 6 scored against them. Whitfield is one of the top 6 schools in the 
state.

Good luck to all involved at the state championships!

Fowlers Cup – Netball 
The girls played well at the Fowlers Cup Netball. Well done!

G1 Whitfield 7 St. Francis Xavier 5
G2 Whitfield 8 Peace Lutheran 4
G3 Whitfield 5 St. Andrews 0
G4 Whitfield 4 Redlynch 11
G5 Whitfield 7 Cairns West 9
G6 Whitfield 7 Mackillop 5.

Junior Golf Champion 
We have a golf champion 
in the making with Ryoichi 
winning the Junior Golf 
Championships for the 3rd 
time. Way to go Ryoichi!

Biennial Arts Show 2021
Date: Thursday 11th November 2021

Time: 5 pm to 7 pm

Venue: CAWMPEF and surrounds 

Parents can arrive straight from work (5pm), wander around and look at 
their child’s artwork while sipping on a cappuccino and being entertained 
by student performers… then head home by 7pm.

Keeping THE ARTS fresh at Whitfield State School!

Sewing Club
The Sewing Club made BBQ aprons for 
Father’s Day. Great job!

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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Community Notices

COLOURING IN
COMPETITION

ACTIVITY 
TRAILS 

PLEASE NOTE: COVID SAFE MEASURES IN PLACE FOR ALL ACTIVITIES

10am – 4pm • Monday – Saturday 
20TH SEPT - 2ND OCTOBER

FREE WITH ENTRY • NO BOOKING REQUIRED

BIG SCALE ART 
WORKSHOP 

SHRINK CRAFT 
WORKSHOP

KIDS AUDIO SELF 
GUIDED TOUR 

www.cairnsmuseum.org.au

10am – 4pm • Monday – Saturday 
20TH SEPT - 2ND OCT

FREE WITH ENTRY • NO BOOKING REQUIRED

BOOK VIA FACEBOOK OR WEBSITE

TICKETING 
INFORMATION

*For workshops hosted by Cairns Museum, 
members and annual pass holders will have 

a small charge of $6 per child to cover 
the cost of materials. Adult assistance is 
recommended in workshops for children 

under 7 years. We thank you for your 
understanding of our efforts to curate a 

dynamic, engaging and educational school 
holiday program. 

WINTER School  
Holiday Program 

10.30am-11.30am (5-8 years) 
2pm-3pm (9-12 years)

TUE TO THUR 21ST - 23RD SEPT
$12 (NON MEMBERS) • BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER

10.30am-11.30am (5-8 years) 
2pm-3pm (9-12 years)

TUE TO THUR 28TH - 3OTH SEPT
$12 (NON MEMBERS) • BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

10am – 4pm • Monday – Saturday 
20TH SEPT - 2ND OCTOBER

FREE WITH ENTRY • NO BOOKING REQUIRED

ESPLANADE

ABBOTT ST

LAKE ST

GRAFTON ST

SHERIDAN ST

McLEOD ST

A
PL

IN
 S

T

FL
O

R
EN

C
E 

ST

SH
IE

LD
S 

ST

SP
EN

C
E 

ST

W
HARF ST

LAGOON

CAIRNS CENTRAL
Shopping Centre

BIG SCALE ART
Think BIG and help create a fun large-scaled 

Cairns themed artwork. Inspired by the Museum’s 

temporary exhibition and the methods used by 

Percy Tresize to record Aboriginal rock art from 

the Cape York region.

SHRINK CRAFT   
Discover the fun and magic of shrink craft, by 

creating your own tropical miniature keepsake  

to take home. 

KIDS AUDIO GUIDE   
Who’s up for an adventure? BYO device and 

earphones and get ready for lots of fun and 

laughs along the way.

ACTIVITY TRAILS    
Ask Reception about our selection of family 

friendly activity trails. Choose your adventure, 

grab a clipboard and get exploring.  

COLOURING IN COMPETITION 
Could you be the lucky winner? Collect your 

sheet from Museum Reception then head to 

our kids table on the verandah to create your 

masterpiece.  Winners will receive a Cairns 

Museum Prize Pack (Entry box at Reception, 

Drawn 4/10/21).   

September  School Holiday Program 

5 GALLERIES | | LOCAL GUIDES  

BEST VALUE IN TOWN
FAMILY FRIENDLY | INTERACTIVE DISPLAYS

Adult $15  • Concession $12  • Child (Under 14) $6• Family (2A + 2C) $30

Open Monday through Saturday: 10am - 4pm 

School of Arts Building Cnr Lake & Shields Sts  • P: 4051 5582

www.cairnsmuseum.org.au

https://whitfieldss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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